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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes %

1919 7,831 30.5 +Dr. William S. Darby Ind 932 39.0
George A. Jordan Lab 820 34.3
John H. Baker Ind 704 29.5

Arthur H. Bartle Lab 651 27.3

Levi T. Vaughan Ind 646 27.1
George H. Exeter Ind 635 26.6

+James A. Smith Ind 539 22.6
Sidney A. Jewell Ind 387 16.2

+John Batchelor Ind 243 10.2

+Edward N. Martin Ind 217 9.1
Arthur N. Tuck Ind 160 6.7
Frederick C. Gough Ind 159 6.7
Frederick R. Marriott Ind 144 6.0
Alfred T. Wilson Ind 134 5.6
Edward G. Bunyan Ind 80 3.4

Note: Bartle’s affiliation to the Labour Party had weakened by May 1921 to the extent that the Harrow
Observer commented in an editorial that “when elected with his colleague [Cllr.Jordan], Bartle
came into fame as a Labour man.  He soon discovered, however, that the work he was called
upon to do in a corporate capacity had no relation to the nostrums of Labour or of Socialism. 

The result is that in the eyes of the stiff-backed Labourite he has broken from the fold, is beyond
redemption and is doomed to be everlastingly ostracised from former comrades.”

[Hawkins retires from the Council.  Resignations of O’Brien and Strickland]

1920 7,903 32.4 +Brian P. Lascelles Ind 1,473 57.6

+Thomas Charles Ind 1,344 52.3
George H. Exeter Ind 1,125 44.0
Edward W. de W. Bruce Ind 1,041 40.7
Levi T. Vaughan Ind 1,012 39.6
Arthur N. Tuck Ind 800 31.3

Richard Martin Lab 641 25.1

James T. Atkins Ind Lab 613 24.0
John H. Cross Lab 589 23.0
Bernard W. Handley Lab 546 21.4
Frederick C. Gough Ind 293 11.5

+James Young Ind 276 10.8

Note: Lascelles, Charles, Exeter, Bruce, Vaughan and Tuck and sought election on a joint ‘ticket’.

The candidature of Atkins, a member of the Union of General Workers, was supported by the
local Labour Party even though he was not an official candidate.

[Martin, Stevens and Vaughan retire from the Council]
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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933  [cont.]

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes %

1921 7,903 30.7 Dr. John D.C. White CT 1,224 50.5
Montagu F.M.S. Kittoe CT 892 36.8
Alfred B. Champniss Ind 852 35.2

Vaughan D. Dempster CT 830 34.3

Arthur N. Tuck Ind 820 33.8
George Wheeler CT 769 31.7
Alfred J. Connelly Ind R 541 22.3
Bernard W. Handley Lab 458 18.9
John H. Cross Lab 431 17.8

Arthur Atkins Lab 390 16.1
Walter E. Roots Lab 371 15.3

Note: The number of electors reported by the local press (7,903, of whom 2,423 voted) was the same
as that reported by the Harrow Observer for the previous election in 1920, when 2,557 voted.

Connelly was a prominent member of the ‘Besborough Social and Harrow Ratepayers’
Association’, and received support from its members.

[Darby retires from the Council.  Death of Lascelles]

1922 8,295 John H. Baker Ind Unopp.
Arthur H. Bartle Ind Lab Unopp.
George A. Jordan Lab Unopp.

Arthur N. Tuck Ind Unopp.
Bernard W. Handley Lab Unopp.

Note: After nomination, Darby decided to retire from the Council and withdrew his nomination
papers within the allowable period.

The Council voted as follows to decide which of the five unopposed candidates be deemed to
have filled the casual vacancy resulting from the death of Lascelles: Handley 10 votes, Baker 1
vote, Tuck 1 vote, Bartle 0 votes, Jordan 0 votes.

Although this election was uncontested, a Board of Guardians election was held on 1 April. 
The Harrow Observer and Gazette reported that there was a turnout of 7.1% among the 8,295
electors.

[Resignation of Baker]

1923 8,266 25.9 George H. Exeter CT 1,304 60.8
Edward W. de W. Bruce CT 1,230 57.4
Thomas Charles CT 1,192 55.6
Walter W. Symper CT 848 39.6

Bernard W. Handley Lab 696 32.5

John M. Rose-Troup Ind 674 31.4
Bernard J.B. Ashworth Ind 564 26.3
John H. Cross Lab 560 26.1
Douglas A.E. Bradford Ind 397 18.5

Note: Rose-Troup, Ashworth and Bradford contested the election on a joint ‘ticket’.  In addition,
Bradford received the endorsement of the local Roman Catholic church.

Rose-Troup had been a Captain in the Queen’s Regiment during the Great War and was noted
as a war poet.  Three of his poems (“Harrow’s Honour”, “What is War?” and “The Listeners”),
written whilst a prisoner-of-war in Germany, were included in the 1917 anthology The Muse in
Arms (edited by E.B. Osborne).
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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933  [cont.]

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes % 

[Resignation of Bartle]

1923 8,266 John M. Rose-Troup Ind Unopp.
(27/5)

Note: The circumstances surrounding the creation of this vacancy were controversial.  Bartle resigned
after a protracted dispute at the Annual Meeting of the Council on 16 April during which he
failed to be elected as Chairman of the Council.  Bartle had been proposed by Cllr. Jordan and
seconded by Cllr. Handley, whilst Cllr. White proposed and Cllr. Dempster seconded an
amendment that Cllr. Bruce be the Chairman.  (See Harrow Observer and Gazette, 20 April
1923, p. 6.)

The official record of the meeting and the question of the legality of the election of the eventual
Chairman (E.W. de W. Bruce) can be followed in Harrow-on-the-Hill Urban District Council

Minute Book No. 43 as follows:
pp. 1-4 (16 April 1923): Dispute during the election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.
pp. 24-28 (3 May 1923):  Resignation of Bartle from the Council; doubts over the legality of the
Annual Meeting; V.D. Dempster appointed Chairman pro tem.
pp. 82-85 (14 May 1923):  Matter resolved with E.W. de W. Bruce reinstated as Chairman.

Bartle subsequently described his resignation as a protest against “intrigues and secret
conclave” and “cliques and backstair methods.”

1924 8,728 19.6 Montagu F.M.S. Kittoe CT 888 52.0
Dr. John D.C. White CT 863 50.5
Vaughan D. Dempster CT 807 47.2
Alfred B. Champniss CT 773 45.3

George W. Cosgrove Ind 558 32.7
Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 550 32.2

1925 26.0 George A. Jordan Lab 1,403
Bernard W. Handley Lab 967

John M. Rose-Troup CT 899
Arthur N. Tuck CT 845

Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 796
Frederick W. Perkins Lab 754
Charles Tyler CT 725
Arthur J. Lambert CT 719
Ernest F. Housden Ind 542

Harry V. Birrell Ind 297

Note: Housden was an assistant master at Harrow School and sought election in the School’s interest.

[Resignation of Rose-Troup]
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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933  [cont.]

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes %

1926 10,021 31.7 Thomas Charles CT 1,734 54.5
George H. Exeter CT 1,731 54.5
Edward W. de W. Bruce CT 1,702 53.5
Ernest F. Housden CT 1,436 45.2
Walter W. Symper CT 1,095 34.4

Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 1,091 34.3
Frederick W. Perkins Lab 1,004 31.6

Arthur H. Bartle Ind 972 30.6
Wallace F. Clarke Lab 959 30.2
Francis A. Coles Lab 889 28.0
William F. Oliver Lab 864 27.2

[One seat vacant – Death of Champniss]

1927 10,300 23.3 Dr. John D.C. White CT 1,492 62.1
Montagu F.M.S. Kittoe CT 1,462 60.9
Vaughan D. Dempster CT 1,383 57.6

Frederick E. Mordant CT 1,168 48.6

Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 849 35.4
Frederick W. Perkins Lab 781 32.5
Wallace F. Clarke Lab 718 29.9
Francis A. Coles Lab 668 27.8

1928 10,477 25.4 Arthur N. Tuck CT 1,535 57.7
Walter W. Symper CT 1,420 53.4
George A. Jordan Lab 1,388 52.2
Mrs. Annie R.E. Sherwood CT 1,312 49.3

Walter J.S. Harris CT 1,263 47.5
Bernard W. Handley Lab 1,024 38.5

Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 841 31.6
Miss Olive A. Driver Lab 715 26.9

Note: The Chamber of Trade candidates received support from the local Conservative Association. 
The Harrow Observer and Gazette went so far as to describe Mrs. Sherwood and Harris as “the

Conservative Party candidates.”

[Housden retires from the Council]
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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933  [cont.]

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes %

1929 10,963 22.7 Thomas Charles CT 1,490 60.0
Edward W. de W. Bruce CT 1,415 57.0
Frank Smith CT 1,274 51.3
George H. Exeter CT 1,237 49.8

David J. Pratt Lab 782 31.5
Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 759 30.6
Miss Olive A. Driver Lab 679 27.3

Thomas Baldwin Lab 634 25.5
Harold Ozanne Ind 617 24.8

Note: The total number of electors and turnout (2,484 voting) shown above were reported by the
Harrow Observer and Gazette.  A Special Report presented to the Middlesex County Council in

1932 showed the total electors as 10,914 (22.8% turnout based on 2,484 voting).

Ozanne was the Estates Manager of Harrow School and sought election in the School’s interest. 

He was also officer commanding of the Harrow Officers’ Training Corps.

[Death of Jordan]

1930 12,151 22.3 Montagu F.M.S. Kittoe CT 1,446 53.5
Dr. John R. Crichton CT 1,415 52.3

Dr. John D.C. White CT 1,375 50.9
Vaughan D. Dempster CT 1,295 47.9
David J. Pratt Lab 1,155 42.7

Mrs. Sarah R. Ludbrook Lab 1,147 42.4
Frederick E. Mordant CT 1,146 42.4
John H. Cross Lab 1,139 42.1

Note: The total number of electors and turnout (2,704 voting) shown above were reported by the
Harrow Observer and Gazette.  A Special Report presented to the Middlesex County Council in
1932 showed the total electors as 12,212 (22.1% turnout based on 2,704 voting).

The Chamber of Trade candidates received support from the local Conservative Association,
even though one of them (Crichton) had been Liberal Party candidate for Newcastle upon Tyne
North at the previous year’s General Election.

1931 13,013 16.2 Walter W. Symper CT 1,139 54.0
Mrs. Annie R.E. Sherwood CT 1,119 53.0
Arthur N. Tuck CT 1,106 52.4
Frederick E. Mordant CT 1,033 48.9

David J. Pratt Lab 948 44.9
John H. Cross Lab 884 41.9
Ernest C.K. Argall Lab 831 39.4

Frank A. Rawlings Lab 767 36.3

Note: The total number of electors and turnout (2,111 voting) shown above were reported by the
Harrow Observer and Gazette.  A Special Report presented to the Middlesex County Council in
1932 showed the total electors as 13,031 (16.2% turnout based on 2,111 voting).

[Smith and Exeter retire from the Council.  Resignations of White and Tuck]
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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL UDC, 1919-1933  [cont.]

Election Electors T'out Candidate Party Votes %

1932 13,219 23.2 Edward W. de W. Bruce CT 1,434 46.8
Thomas Charles CT 1,332 43.5
Arthur J. Lambert CT 1,217 39.7
Hugh J. Barton CT 1,165 38.0
George R.W. White CT 1,143 37.3

Harry Dawson Ind 1,105 36.1

John H. Hockings CT 1,098 35.8
Arthur Buttle Ind R 1,041 34.0
David J. Pratt Lab 937 30.6
Walter T. Farr Lab 697 22.7
Ernest C.K. Argall Lab 690 22.5

Thomas Aitken Lab 661 21.6
John Humbles Lab 580 18.9

Note: The total number of electors (“206 more names on the Register”) and turnout (3,065 voting)
shown above were reported by the Harrow Observer and Gazette.  A Special Report presented

to the Middlesex County Council in 1932 showed the total electors as 13,478 (22.7% turnout
based on 3,065 voting).

Buttle was the Chairman of the West Harrow Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association.

The Chamber of Trade candidates received support from the local Conservative Association.

[Kittoe retires from the Council.  Resignations of Mordant and Bruce]

1933 14,158 18.5 Arthur Buttle CT 1,563 59.8
Harry Dawson CT 1,375 52.6
Dr. John R. Crichton CT 1,291 49.4
Vaughan D. Dempster CT 1,268 48.5
Alan G. Elliot-Smith CT 1,227 46.9
John S. Bleasby CT 1,171 44.8

David J. Pratt Lab 1,060 40.5

Note: The Chamber of Trade candidates received support from the local Conservative Association,
even though one of them (Crichton) was openly a member of the Liberal Party.


